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the same in turning back from our tired and sweetened adaptations
of late Greek ideals to the stern vigour of the pro-Phoidian epoch ?
I believe he is a young man, and as with most sculptors of koou
perception, there are some traces of the influence of Rodin hero and
there in his work, but its main impulse is derived entirely from
nature, as its technical treatment is derived from pro-Phoidiun
Greece, and of all the work done in England of recent years I
know none that is more truly living, scholarly and maimmoMtal.

In dealing with the aesthetic side of the work, I trust I havo also
dealt with the question of decency, I can imagine a super-sensitive
conscience hesitating before- some of the sculpture which passes
current in the Salon, at the Royal Academy, in llio Tata Gallary?
or at Shepherd's Bush 5 but I cannot imagine any sane person
petitioning the citizens of Munich to provide the storn warriors
of the jEgina pediment with petticoats. Yet it is precisely on those
pre-Pheidian examples, arid not on the more luxurious models
with which we are surrounded, that Mr- Epstein's art is based.

Those to whom appeals are now being made will doubtless
consult educated opinion before any action is "taken, and there can
be no doubt what that opinion will be* Mr. Epstein must finally
triumph as he deserves to do, and as the pre-Rapftaolites did before
him. For the moment these attacks'have placed him in a position
of grave difficulty 5 and for that r&aton, although I have not the
privilege of his personal acquaintance^ *I have ventured to say on
his behalf what will be a commonplace to those who know anything
of the history of sculpture,

I am, Sir,

Yours faithfully,

G, J. HOLMES.
Slade Professor of Fine Arta, Oxford*

Ricketts and Shannon wrote as follows :

2Mh June, 1008,
SIR,

The Evening Standard and St< James* Gazette has devoted
three articles to the censure of the statues now decorating the new
building of the British Medical Association* The editor admits in
his issue of June 20th that " many letters " have been received in
defence of these works* These letters have not been published,

Would you allow two artists to express their astonishment that
these austere and beautiful statues should have been questioned

.ROCK DIULL